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 I was watching the news recently. A television 
news station was taking on-line submitted questions 
from viewers to physicians to answer about the Covid-19 
vaccines.  A submitted question one physician read was 
I quote “I am allergic to the rabies vaccine, should I be 
worried about the Covid-19 vaccine?”  While rabies is 
a serious disease of dogs and humans, I found it odd.  
Maybe tech savvy dogs submitting questions on their 
owners computer or bored youths playing a prank? I 
don’t know, but smile.

  If you have any newsworthy stories or other 
information such as employment opportunities for 
readers of International Turfgrass, I hope you will 
consider submitting an article for the next newsletter in 
May 2021.

Sincerely,
Nathan R. Walker

• Second call for papers to be published in International 

Turfgrass Society Research Journal, volume 14, as part 

of the ITRC 2022

• A Survey for the European Turfgrass Society to coordinate 
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• 30th Anniversary Rutgers Turfgrass Symposium Advances 

in Turfgrass Science: Looking to the Future 

• Online International Turfgrass Seminar in March 2021 
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• ITS Membership Application 
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  Second call for papers to be published in International Turfgrass 
Society Research Journal, volume 14, as part of the ITRC 2022

  By Trygve S. Aamlid, ITSRJ Editor-in-Chief and leader of ITRC 2022 publishing and scientific 
program committees

Continued on next page

Background
 In November 2019, ITS signed an agreement 
with the ACSESS / Wiley publishing company 
regarding publication of papers to be presented 
at the 14th International Turfgrass Conference, 
originally planned for Copenhagen in July 2021 but 
now postponed to July 2022.   Major assets in this 
agreement were: 
• Special ITRC issues of Wiley’s journals Crop 

Science (CS) and Agronomy Journal (AJ) for 
authors wanting to publish in a journal with 
impact factor

• Access to Wiley’s editorial platform and assistance 
with the handling of up to 200 accepted papers 
submitted to International Turfgrass Society 
Research Journal (ITSRJ)

Status for manuscripts submitted in 2020
 The publication process started with an initial 
expression of interest in the form of title / short 
abstract submissions in December 2019. A total of 

258 titles were submitted, about half of which (128) 
had the intention to publish in the special issues of 
CS and AJ. 

 Deadlines for submissions of full papers (to 
CS, AJ and ITSRJ) and short communications (ITSRJ 
only) were 1 June and 1 Sep. 2020, respectively. A 
total of 181 papers were submitted, i.e. 77 less than 
expected based on the initial expression of interest. 
For 35 papers, the editorial office was notified  that 
author(s) did not have the time or had decided not 
to follow up on their initial title submission. The 
remaining 42 titles were simply not submitted by the 
deadlines, despite extensions of up to six weeks. 

 Under the leadership of Technical Editor 
Elizabeth Guertal, the review of 24 papers submitted 
to special ITS issue of AJ was finished in December 
2020 with 13 papers accepted. Three papers were 
transferred to ITSRJ with the consent of the authors.
As of 20 Feb. the review of 56 papers submitted 

http://www.turfsociety.com/membership/form.php
http://www.turfsociety.com/membership/form.php
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to the special ITS issue of CS is almost completed 
under the leadership of Technical Editors Stacy 
Bonos and Dale Bremer. Twenty-three papers have 
been accepted while four are still under review or 
revision. Fifteen papers were transferred to ITSRJ 
with the consent of the authors. 

 Of the 119 submission to ITSRJ (59 full 
papers, 42 short communications and 18 full papers 
transferred from AJ or CS), 54 have been accepted 
as of 20 Feb. First look versions of these papers 
can be found at https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
journal/25731513, which is updated daily by the 
ACSESS / Wiley manuscript central. Eleven papers 
(five full papers and six short communications) have 
been rejected, while 25 are still under review (many 
of them revised versions). For 29 papers we are 
waiting for a revised version to be submitted. 

 As ITSRJ Editor in Chief, I have to apologize 
to those authors who have experienced delays with the 
review of their papers. Quality assurance is as time-
consuming process and some of the ITS reviewers 
and editors (myself included) have not always been 
able to meet the deadlines set up by the manuscript 
central.   Today, I have sent several reminders to 
fellow editors, and I expect that we shall be able 
to finish the editorial process for all manuscripts 
submitted in 2020 by 1 May 2021 at the latest.  

 However, even in the unlikely event that all 
papers that are still under review or revision are 
accepted, we will end up with a maximum of 128 
oral and poster presentations at ITRC 2022  based 
on manuscript submissions in 2020. Between 100 
and 110 presentations are more likely.  This is less 
than expected by the ITS publishing and program 
committees and far less than the 200 accepted papers 
covered by our agreement with ACSESS / Wiley. 

Second call for full papers: 
 Because of the postponement of the 
Conference from July 2021 to July 2022, the ITS 
board has decided, and it is pleasure for me to 
announce, a second call for papers. Please note that 
this call is limited to the ITSRJ and does not include 
Crop Science or Agronomy Journal. 

 In addition to the categories, ‘Full papers’ 
and ‘Short communications’, we do also open for 
submissions in a third category, ‘Technical papers’. 
These are submissions that will not be subjected 

to rigorous scientific review, but only checked for 
English language and the absence of commercial  
aspects by one of ITSRJ’s Technical Editors who will 
take a special responsibility for this category. Like 
the short communications, the length of technical 
papers shall normally not exceed three printed pages. 
They will be published in a digital annexe to ITSRJ, 
volume 14. (Some ITS members might recall that 
were such non-reviewed annexes to ITSRJ volume 
10 (Wales, 2005) and 11 (Chile 2009), but not in 
China (2013) and New Jersey (2017)).

 The ‘Standards for International Turfgrass 
Society Research Journal’ have been revised to make 
a clearer distinction between ‘Short communications’ 
and ‘Technical papers’. The Standards are  accessible 
at the conference website https://itrc2022.org/ and 
the Wiley ITSRJ subsite:  https://onlinelibrary.wiley.
com/journal/25731513 

 The acceptance of a full paper, short 
communications and technical paper will give the 
same right to presentation at the conference. For 
papers announced by title/short abstract  submissions 
in December 2019, the program committee already 
knows authors’ preferences with regard to oral vs. 
poster presentations. Most authors also associated  
their paper with one of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals, which are the over arching 
theme of the conference. For papers to be submitted in 
response to this second call, the program committee 
will get back to the author(s) and ask for preferred 
presentation type and connection to the UN goals 
once papers have been accepted. Another requirement 
that will be checked at the program preparation stage 
is that at least one of the authors behind paper to be 
presented at the conference must be an ITS member.  

The deadlines for the second call have been set to: 
• Full papers: 1 June 2021
• Short communications: 1 Sep. 2021
• Technical papers: 1 Jan. 2022

 Please remember that all papers must be 
submitted through the manuscript central: https://
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/itsrj 

 We look forward to seeing you in Copenhagen 
in 2022 and to receiving many more submissions for 
the upcoming conference. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/25731513
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/25731513
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/25731513  
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/25731513  
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/itsrj  
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/itsrj  
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Continued on next page

   A Survey for the European Turfgrass Society to coordinate their 
2022 Field Day Meetings with the ITRC 2022

by Claudia de Bertoldi, Ph.D. European Turfgrass Society
 In order to help the European Turfgrass 
Society to plan the 2022 event, the ETS Board would 
like to know from you, as an ITRC 2022 participant, 
if would you be willing to attend any of the below 
ETS event options? 

Go to the link below but the four questions are include 
here.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DB7VSZH

Question 1. Would you attend a Field Day held three 
days before the beginning of the ITRC 2022? 

If yes, please, which location would be preferred?
1. Close to Copenhagen (no flight involved)
2. Mediterranean and Iberia regions
3. Central Europe (i.e. Amsterdam-Switzerland)

4. Other (Eastern Europe, other)

Question 2. Would you attend a Field Day held three 
days after the ITRC 2022? 

If yes please, which location would be preferred?
1. Close to Copenhagen (no flight involved)
2. Mediterranean and Iberia regions
3. Central Europe (i.e Amsterdam-Switzerland)
4. Other (Eastern Europe, other)

Question 3.  Would you attend a Field Day (2 days) 
held in April in a Mediterranean location?

Question 4. Are you a member of ETS? 

Thank you for your assistance

   30th Anniversary Rutgers Turfgrass Symposium
Advances in Turfgrass Science: Looking to the Future

Thursday, March 18, 2021 | 9:00am to 4:15pm EST | Online | Free

Register here online

You’re Invited to this FREE ONLINE Event!

 The Center for Turfgrass Science at Rutgers 
University and the New Jersey Turfgrass Association 
cordially invite you to participate in the free 30th 
Anniversary Rutgers Turfgrass Symposium. The 
2021 program will be conducted online and will focus 
on recent advances in turfgrass science. Showcasing 
new advances in turfgrass breeding, management, 
physiology, and pest control, the full-day virtual event 
is a great opportunity to learn about the latest and 
greatest in turf science from the safety and comfort of 
your own computer.

 Topics include CRISPR-gene editing, plant 
phenotyping, oxadiazon resistance, and much more. 
We are especially excited to have Dr. Cristobal Uauy, 
of the John Innes Center in United Kingdom, present 
the keynote address, entitled, “Unlocking the polypoid 
potential of crops through genomics.” To participate 
in this free event, you must RSVP by March 16, 2021. 
Don’t miss out, join us in looking to the future and 
Register Online Today!

9:00am
Welcome Remarks: 
Laura Lawson, Interim Executive Dean, 
Rutgers School of Environmental and 
Biological Sciences

9:10am -
10:40am

Session I: New Technologies for Turfgrass 
Breeding and Management:

9:10am - 
9:30am

CRISPR-gene editing and tissue culture to 
improve creeping bentgrass:
Rong Di, Department of Plant Biology, 
Rutgers University

9:30am - 
9:50am

New technologies for optimizing turf 
management:
Josh Friell, Senior Research Scientist, The 
Toro Company

9:50am - 
10:10am

Applications of high-throughput plant 
phenotyping in turfgrass breeding:
Phillip Vines, Department of Plant Biology, 
Rutgers University

Schedule (Times are GMT-5)

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DB7VSZH
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehgdf9p24df23768&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehgdf9p24df23768&oseq=&c=&ch=
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2:00pm -
2:30pm

Discussion, e-Posters, and Break

2:30pm -
4:00pm

Session III: Pest Management

Goosegrass resistance to dithiopyr:
Matt Elmore, Department of Plant Biology, 
Rutgers University
Identifying the mechanism of oxadiazon 
resistance in goosegrass and improved 
understanding of PPO-inhibitor mode of 
action:
Scott McElroy, Dept. of Crop, Soil, & 
Environmental Science, Auburn University
Interpretations of a logistic regression 
model for fungicide control of dollar spot 
on creeping bentgrass:
Pingyuan Zhang, Department of Plant 
Biology, Rutgers University
Developing turf disease control programs 
that are efficacious and environmentally 
sound:
Bruce B. Clarke, Department of Plant 
Biology, Rutgers University

4:00pm -
4:15pm

Discussion Session and Closing Remarks

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. I’m 
happy to help.

Sincerely,
Barbara Fitzgerald, MBA 
Business Manager
barbara.fitzgerald@rutgers.edu

10:10am - 
10:40am

Decision support system - collect, analyze, 
deploy and integrate edge solutions for the 
food and beverage industry:
Naveen Singa, Siemens Corporation

10:40am - 
11:00am

Discussion, e-Posters, and Break

11:00am -
11:45am

Keynote Address:
Unlocking the polyploid potential of crops 
through genomics
Cristobal Uauy, John Innes Center, United 
Kingdom

11:45am -
12:00pm

Discussion Session

12:00pm-
1:00pm

Lunch Break and e-Posters

1:00pm -
2:00pm

Session II: Poster Session
(5 minute summaries)

Physiological effects of plant-health products for 
improving drought tolerance and post stress recovery 
in creeping bentgrass. Authors: Cathryn Chapman and 
Bingru Huang
Herbicide application timing effects deer-tongue grass 
(Dichanthelium clandestinum) Control in Native Areas. 
Author: Katherine Diehl
Rhizobacteria inoculation and colonization for 
promoting plant growth in cool-season turfgrass. 
Author: William Errickson

Applications of the Epichloë festucae antifungal 
protein, EfeAfpA. Author: Patrick Fardella
Spatial distribution of dollar spot fungus in 
asymptomatic and symptomatic turfgrass. Author: Glen 
Groben
Organic lawn clippings can feed livestock and produce 
food for people. Authors: Joseph Heckman and Mike 
Westendorf

Differential physiological responses to heat and drought 
stress in annual bluegrass and creeping bentgrass. 
Author: Sean McBride
Genetic control of eastern filbert blight resistance in F2 
generation hybrid hazelnut (Corylus americana x C. 
avellana) populations. Author: Thomas J. Molnar

Kentucky bluegrass tolerance to traffic during summer 
and autumn. Authors: Bradley S. Park and James A. 
Murphy
Improvements to an endophyte detection kit: A story of 
milk and phosphatase. Author: Jeanne S. Peters
Metabolic regulation of γ-aminobutyric acid during 
heat-induced leaf senescence in creeping bentgrass. 
Authors: Stephanie Rossi and Bingru Huang

Understanding and optimizing sampling methods for 
the annual bluegrass weevil. Author: Anna Luiza Sousa

Identification of viruses that may affect virulence of 
dollar spot fungi. Author: Trini Taccad

Genome wide association study of anthracnose disease 
in switchgrass. Author: Christopher Tkach

Comparison of Magnaporthiopis spp. with respect 
to virulence on hard fescue and Kentucky bluegrass. 
Author: Phillip L. Vines
Inheritance of summer patch disease resistance in hard 
fescue. Author: Shidi Wu

Potassium effect on dollar spot of annual bluegrass. 
Author: Zhongqi Xu
Influence of fungicide programming and bentgrass 
susceptibility on dollar spot control. Author: Pingyuan 
ZhangPoster Titles:

mailto:barbara.fitzgerald%40rutgers.edu?subject=30th%20Anniversary%20Turf%20Symposium


International Turfgrass Society - March 2021 Page 5

   Online International Turfgrass Seminar in March 2021 from 
Japan

by Hideaki Tonogi1, Shin Nakamura2, and Shoichi Kimura3

1Vice President, Japanese Society of Turfgrass Science, Officer, ITS and Mitsui-Agro Business Co., Ltd., 2Head 
of International Relations Committee, JSTS, and Bayer Crop Science K.K, 3Toyo Green Company

 Due to the influence of the new COVID-19, 
we have decided to hold the International Turfgrass 
Seminar 2020, which was scheduled to be held in 
March 2020, as follows.  This will be the first attempt 
of the Japanese Society of Turfgrass Science to be 
held online, so we ask for your participation. The 
theme of this seminar is “Management of Turfgrass 
Diseases and Fungicide Resistance”. 
 For this event, we decided that the online 
meeting would be held for free with the support of 
turfgrass-related companies in Japan. This online 
event is the first in the history of the Japanese 
Society of Turfgrass Science. But we consider this 
an opportunity to expose this activity of the Japanese 
Society of Turfgrass Science to those interested in 
turfgrass management worldwide. 

Japan Time EST (-5) Program

(Sat.) 10:00 (Fri.) 20:00 Opening Remarks

(Sat.) 10:10 (Fri.) 20:10 Current status of turfgrass disease and chemical control in Japan

Mr. Nobuhiro Sasaki, Rikengreen Co., Ltd. (20min.)

Mr. Takanori Miyoshi, Bayer CropScience Co., Ltd. (20min.)

Mr. Kenichiro Arai of Director, Accordia Golf Technology Research 
Institute Co., Ltd. (20min.)

(Sat.) 11:20 (Fri.) 21:20 Keynote Speech “Management of Turfgrass Disease and fungicide 
resistance in US and Canada”
Speaker: Dr. Tom Hsiang, University of Guelph, Canada (presentation 
in English)

(Sat.) 12:50 (Fri.) 22:50 General discussion (A live question and answer session is planned)

(Sat.) 13:20 (Fri.) 23:20 Closing Remarks

Date and time: Saturday, March 6, 2021 10: 00-13: 30 
(Japan time)

The venue is online holding by Zoom.

Zoom meeting link is below
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3520931582?pwd=bWEx
UU9pL0Q3dktJaFR3OG5VYzVPdz09

Meeting ID: 352 093 1582

Passcode: 7dudHe

Participation fee is free of charge.  

Please contact Hideaki Tonogi jsts2020event@jcom.
zaq.ne.jp for the seminar handout.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3520931582?pwd=bWExUU9pL0Q3dktJaFR3OG5VYzVPdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3520931582?pwd=bWExUU9pL0Q3dktJaFR3OG5VYzVPdz09
mailto:jsts2020event%40jcom.zaq.ne.jp?subject=
mailto:jsts2020event%40jcom.zaq.ne.jp?subject=


International Turfgrass Society - March 2021 Page 6



International Turfgrass Society - March 2021 Page 7



International Turfgrass Society - March 2021 Page 8

Please Use Autofill: 

Name:         Affiliation: 
Address: 
    
City:      State:  
Postal Code: 
Country:  
Phone:     Fax:  

E-Mail: 

PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP TYPE DESIRED: 

  Regular Membership Fee (2017-2021)  $325.00 USD  
  
  Sustaining Membership Fee (2017-2021)  $1000.00 USD

  Student Membership Fee (2017-2021)           $150.00 USD*

       R  Retired Membership Fee (2017 - 2021) $25.00 USD
  
PLEASE INDICATE METHOD OF PAYMENT: 

  Check**      PayPal

  Bank Wire Transfer, please contact j_r.james@syngenta.com for instructions & account 
       information

*   Student member must have confirmation letter from major faculty advisor.
** To avoid heavy collection fees, only checks from U.S. affiliated banks will be accepted. 
     Please make check payable to:  International Turfgrass Society. 
 
MAIL OR E-MAIL THIS COMPLETED FORM, ALONG WITH 1) YOUR CHECK OR 2) YOUR 
PAYPAL INFORMATION OR 3) THE WIRE TRANSFER INFORMATION TO:

J.R. James
Syngenta
410 S. Swing Road
Greensboro, NC 27409 
USA 

Email: j_r.james@syngenta.com
   

Check here, if you do not want your information to be listed on the ITS Website or Newsletter.

INTERNATIONAL TURFGRASS SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP/PAYMENT OF DUES

 

mailto:j_r.james%40syngenta.com?subject=ITRS%20Membership


 Please send comments, feedback, and turfgrass 
news articles for future issues to the newsletter editor.  
If you know any non-members, new faculty, staff, and 
new personnel involved in turfgrass research who 
might be interested in joining ITS please forward 
their e-mail address to the newsletter editor and they 
will also receive the Triannual issues of International 
Turfgrass.

The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter 
is April 15, 2021

Directors 

ITS Board Members 2017 - 2022
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Visit the ITS Website here

Become a member here

Past President
Bruce Clarke
Rutgers University
Dept of Plant Biology
59 Dudley Road
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
USA
Tel: +1 848 932 6295
bclarke@SEBS.Rutgers.edu

Vice-President
Ruth Mann
STRI (Sports Turf Research 
Institute)
St Ives Estate
Bingley BD16 1AU
UK
Tel: +44 (0)1274 565131
ruth.mann@strigroup.com

Treasurer
J.R. James
Syngenta
410 S. Swing Road
Greensboro, NC 27409
USA
Tel: 336 632 5586
j_r.james@syngenta.com

Secretary
Jim Murphy
Rutgers University
Dept of Plant Biology
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
USA
Tel: +1 848 932 6326
jamurphy@njaes.rutgers.edu

Historian
Richard Gibbs
United Kingdom
gibbsygrass@gmail.com

President
Maria Strandberg
STERF (Scandinavian Turfgrass & 
Environment Research Foundation)
P.O. Box 11016, SE-11016 
Stockholm
Sweden
Tel: +46 (8) 622 15 27
maria.strandberg@golf.se

Australia: Christopher Lambrides
China: Shuxia Yin
Germany: Fritz Lord
New Zealand: Alan Stewart
Switzerland: Tobias Schmid

Chile: Alejandra Acuna
France: Stephen Alderton
Italy: Alessandro De Luca
Sweden: Bruno Hedlund
USA: Scott McElroy

Austria: Ulrike Pitha
Denmark: Christian Jensen
Greece: Nikolaos Ntoulas
Spain: Diego Gomez de Barreda Ferraz
USA: Gwen Stahnke

Officers

President- Elect
Hideaki Tonogi
Chiba University
H-310, 3-1 Kotesashi-cho
Tokorozawa, Saitama
Japan
Tel: +81-90-1268-6937
tonogi1234@jcom.home.ne.jp

Newsletter Editor
Nathan R. Walker
Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology
Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, OK 74078
Tel: +1 405 744 6830
nathan.walker@okstate.edu 

Journal Editor-in-Chief
Trygve Aamlid
NIBIO
Reddalsveien 215
Grimstad, N-4886
Norway
Tel: + 47 (9)052 83 78
trygve.aamlid@bioforsk.no

Website Editor
Tom Hsiang
University of Guelph
Environmental Sciences
Guelph, Ontario N1G 2W1
Canada
Tel: +1 519 824 4120 ex. 52753
thsiang@uoguelph.ca

http://turfsociety.com/
http://turfsociety.com/membership.html
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mailto:jamurphy%40njaes.rutgers.edu%0D?subject=ETS%20Secretary
mailto:gibbsygrass%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:maria.strandberg%40golf.se?subject=ITRS%20President
mailto:chris.lambrides%40uq.edu.au%0D?subject=
mailto:yinsx369%40163.com?subject=ITS%20Officer
mailto:fritz.lord%40compo-expert.com%0D?subject=ITS%20Officer
mailto:astewart%40pggwrightsonseeds.co.nz?subject=ITS%20Officer
mailto:Tobias.Schmid%40hauenstein.ch%0D?subject=
mailto:aacuna%40uc.cl?subject=ITS%20Officer
mailto:smagni%40agr.unipi.it?subject=Message%20to%20ITS%20Officer
mailto:smagni%40agr.unipi.it?subject=Message%20to%20ITS%20Officer
mailto:bruno.hedlund%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
mailto:jsm0010%40auburn.edu%0D?subject=
mailto:ulrike.pitha%40boku.ac.at?subject=ITS%20Officer
mailto:csj%40dlf.com%20%0D?subject=
mailto:turf%40sjtu.edu.cn?subject=Message%20to%20ITS%20Officer
mailto:ntoulas%40aua.gr?subject=Message%20to%20ITS%20Officer
mailto:diegode%40btc.upv.es?subject=ITS%20Officer
mailto:stahnke%40wwcc.edu?subject=ITS%20Officer
mailto:tonogi1234%40jcom.home.ne.jp?subject=
mailto:nathan.walker%40okstate.edu?subject=message%20to%20International%20Turfgrass%20Editor
mailto:thsiang%40uoguelph.ca?subject=Message%20to%20ITS%20Officer
mailto:thsiang%40uoguelph.ca?subject=Message%20to%20ITS%20Officer

